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Conventionally, luxury has been characterized by excess: living beyond our basic  needs  and  prioritizing  
the  extravagant  as a symbol  of  status.  Merriam-Webster defines luxury as “a condition of abundance or 
great ease and comfort” and “an indulgence in something that provides pleasure, satisfaction, or ease”.1 
For many, this is still the consensus on the kind of lifestyle to aspire for in order to have “made it” in society. 
However, for others, this aspiration has started to shift away from materialism when it comes to forming 
a personal definition of luxury. Evolving into a more simplistic, experiential phenomenon, luxury is not so 
much about extravagance and excess anymore, but more about the unique impact had on each person. 
Experiential, service-oriented design is what ultimately creates a space of luxury — a place where every detail 
is thought out so that specific needs are catered to.

In a BBC Travel article, this new definition is something that has “evolved beyond people, places and 
things” and has shifted towards finding ways to “fill our lives with fascination, pleasure and meaning”.2 While 
many of these experiences still revolve around a certain aesthetic of materialism, the memory that we take 
away with us is what becomes the true luxury. This shift of luxury becoming more of a state of mind has moved 
the concept of a luxury lifestyle from the intangible to a much more accessible reality. Not only is this new 
definition of luxury more attainable, it also becomes much more personal and individualistic. 

Luxury  being  tied  to  experience  is  an  easy  design  element  to  take  into consideration in the built 
environment. When  designing  a  space  that  is  going to leave a  positive  lasting  impression  on  someone, it is 
important to consider what the client truly needs in order to live their best life or have their best vacation. It 
may be as simple as rounding out corners, but focusing on  service-oriented  design  to  incorporate  small,  
well-thought-out  touches  is ultimately what will create a space of luxury:  the  luxury  of  being  cared  for. 

1   “Luxury,” Merriam-Webster (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).
2   InterContinental Hotels & Resorts, “The New Luxe - Luxury for the Modern Mind,” BBC Travel (BBC StoryWorks, n.d.).2 3
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4

FUNCTIONALISM

“Recognizing the need is the 
primary condition for design.”

– Charles Eames

5

The concept of functional architecture dates back to early classical history where Roman architect 
Vitruvius believed that buildings should be beautiful, proportional, and most importantly, useful. The 
idea of functionality eventually was put on the back burner as many 19th century architects chose to focus 
more on the style and visual appeal of their buildings. By the late 1880s, architects were starting to come 
to their senses and initiated a shift towards prioritizing the function of a building with the form to follow.

Many architects, including Lois Sullivan, believed that form follows function. However, in order for a 
building to truly work, form must be aligned with function from the very beginning stages of design. The 
functionalists emphasize a person’s physical needs and follow a very rational approach to architecture. A 
building whose design takes into consideration the fitness for its purpose is one that will be truly successful. 

Functional architecture is most important in buildings that need to be patient and 
service-oriented. This includes, but is not limited to, offices, hospitals, and nursing homes. The case 
studies featured in this book are key examples of human-first design. The architects and 
designers in question evaluated what the users of their buildings would need and created a design 
that would not only be of service to their needs, but would actually become part of the patient’s healing 
process. To have a space curated to your true needs is a simple luxury that many people might take for 
granted. For patients in need of all the help they can get, functional architecture is luxury in its truest form.

Modern examples of functionalist architecture
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CASE STUDY:
PAIMIO SANATORIUM
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PAIMIO SANATORIUM

Intentional plans and designs for the sanatorium

The Aaltos win 
the commis-
sion for this 

project in 1929

Construction 
starts in 1929 
and is done in 

1933

Paimio Sanatorium 
opens in 1933 to 
treat TB until the 

early 1960s

Purchased by Turku 
University hospital 
and has operated 

as a children’s rehab 
center since 2014

Converted to 
a general 

hospital in the 
1960s

Having won the commission for a new Tuberculosis treatment facility in Paimio, Finland, the husband 
and wife team, Alvar and Aino Aalto, took this project to heart. They strongly believed that functional design 
was  not  just  about  the  technical  aspects,  but  that  functional  architecture is that which respects the human. 
Traditionally, those infected with TB were forced into segregation from the general public and were treated in 
very stark prison-like hospitals.3 The Aaltos wanted to change this and, instead, create a place that could become 
“an instrument for healing.”4   They stepped  even further away from the traditional palette of functionalist 
architecture by introducing colors throughout the sanatorium, believing that different colors could play a 
therapeutic role. 

The sanatorium consists of three wings: one for patients with TB and one for the treatment facilities, 
with the entrance and communal wing in between. The landscape around the property was also intentional to 
provide  each  patient  with  a  view  and  give  them  a  safe  and  relaxing  environment  to  walk.  Almost  every 
component  of  the  building  was  designed  and  handpicked  by  the  Aaltos  for  very  specific  reasons.  From 
furniture and tableware, to lighting and plumbing fixtures, everything was designed with a sensitivity to make 
sure that the building would function to the best of its ability and be a contributor to the healing process. Alvar 
and Aino created a bowl-shaped, porcelain sink that was designed to minimize the noise of running water so 
as not to disturb the patients in neighboring rooms. 

Since sun and fresh air were considered treatments of TB, the Aaltos designed the seven-story patient 
wing with a 100-meter-long, 120-bed, reinforced-concrete sun deck on the top floor.5 Additionally, the layout of 
each room was taken into consideration so that each patient could have a south-facing window to allow for natural 
sunlight in their room. A natural ventilation system was also created, utilizing traditional opening windows and 
electrical exhaust vents, to avoid any possible spread of TB through the ducts. The Aaltos also eliminated corners 
from their design to avoid places where dirt may gather. Their design is said to have paved the way towards the birth 
of modern hospitals, creating more patient-first architecture and proving a sense of luxury to those who are in need.

3   Ida Blom, Contagion and Cultural Perceptions of Accepted Behaviour Tuberculosis and Venereal Diseases in Scandinavia 
c.1900–c.1950, 2007, Hygiea, p.126.
4   Riccardo Bianchini, “Aalto’s Paimio Sanatorium and the Birth of the Modern Hospital,” Inexhibit, July 7, 2020.
5   Ibid.
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CASE STUDY:
LANTERN OF CHAGRIN VALLEY
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LANTERN OF CHAGRIN VALLEY

Putting the care in memory care

This unique senior living community in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, provides a space that may seem a bit 
unconventional, but it is exactly what its occupants are in need of. Opened in 2016, CEO and founder of the 
Lantern Group, Jean Makesh, wanted to take the concept of memory care and translate it in a whole new way. 
Makesh’s conceptual design was rendered into a physical design by Tim Mulle, owner of TMA Architects. 
This property, the third installment for the Lantern Group, consists of twenty memory care units and forty six 
assisted living units, designed specifically for residents with dementia and those suffering from Alzheimer’s 
Disease.6 Similar to the first case study, every detail is taken into consideration in order to create a space that 
can be of therapeutic value to the residents.

While little is known about what causes memory loss and whether it is even possible to treat it, it is 
known that controlled environments can help to reduce anger, anxiety, and depression among those with 
dementia. One thing that many dementia patients struggle with is a lack of control as they lose their sense of 
self. To address this, each memory care apartment is designed to resemble a small home with a front porch, 
overlooking a carpet “golf course,” giving these residents a sense of ownership over their new space. Older 
people, especially those with memory issues, need stimulation and socialization in order to keep their minds 
and their bodies active. Makesh wanted to create a space that would help his residents not only retain their 
memories, but to also stimulate the creation of new memories. One of his tactics was to install a fiber optic, “sky 
ceiling,” providing sunrises, sunsets, and starry skies to help reorient the resident’s internal body clock as well as 
bringing a piece of the outside world back to them—a simple luxury that many take for granted until it is gone.7 

Makesh and Mulle turned to the 1930s and 1940s in terms of design in order to create a space that 
would stimulate a sense of nostalgia, making residents feel more at home; paint colors were chosen from 
popular selections of those decades, calming scents are piped in throughout the building, and popular music 
of the 1940s through 1970s is played in the common areas. They also used one of the building’s corridors to 
create vintage-themed storefronts. Each shop is named after a resident of the Lantern Group, like Dorothy’s 
Supermarket, Helen’s Diner, and Walter’s West bar.8 These considerate design choices are part of what brings 
a sense of humanity back to the people that are mentally losing everything. Ultimately, it is the simple thing of 
being cared for that could provide the greatest sense of luxury.

6   Brian Albrecht, “Dementia Patients Benefit from ‘Norman Rockwell’ Nursing Home Setting,” Cleveland (Advance Local Media 
LLC), August 19, 2018.
7   Maria Carter, “This Assisted Living Facility Is Designed to Look Like a Small Town From the 1940s,” Country Living, January 24, 
2018.
8   Ibid.
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CONCLUSION

“The experience of being cared for is 
profound, and it nourishes the soul 

as much as food does the body.”
– Mariska Hargitay

Both case studies epitomize this idea that luxury is created in the built environment through 

experiential, service-oriented design. Taking into consideration who is going to be using these spaces and 

what they truly need from their spaces it ultimately what will make for a luxury design. In the case of the Paimio 

Sanatorium, what the building’s occupants truly needed was a healing environment where they could recover 

from tuberculosis in the only way society knew how at the moment: a clean environment filled with natural 

light and fresh air. Through the design of Alvar Aalto, the building was intended to become part of the 

healing process, and to bring a sense of humanity back to these patients, creating a place of luxury as the 

result.

Similarly, and also in the realm of healthcare, the Lantern at Chagrin Valley provides a perfect example 

of where humanistic qualities and considerations are an essential part of living a good life. This memory care 

facility operates with the fullest intention of being exactly what its residents need. It is not just a place for 

people suffering from dementia to live their last days, it is a place for them to continue thriving and live the 

rest of their days to the fullest. Aging is a scary and often undignified process, so it is vital to put as much love 

and consideration into caring for those who need it most. 

The definition of luxury is not changing for the first time, because it already has. In recent times, as our 

world has been rocked by uncertainty, many have been given the time to reevaluate what is most important in 

life. Luxury is no longer just about material things, but has shifted more to the value that we get from what we 

experience in life. Where we feel luxury the most is when we have all that we really need and are surrounded 

by those who care about us. This new definition is a luxury that we all deserve: the luxury of being cared for.
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DESIGN PROJECT:
INTRODUCTION

The Brief:

The South Shore Line is launching a campaign to re-purpose and spread awareness for out-of-commission train 

cars. The effort is to showcase the versatility and adaptability of these industrial artifacts, beyond showcasing it 

as a museum display. Utilizing these utilitarian structures to provide the most ‘luxurious’ experience for the end 

users. Establishing a model that can be scaled nationwide or worldwide.

The Client:

South Shore Line, operated by the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District in downtown Chicago 

through the South Bend International Airport.

The Program:

“Homeward Bound,” a coffee shop and Little Free Library on a much bigger scale. Converting a decommissioned 

train car into a sanctuary for anyone to visit. Visitors can grab a book, sip on a warm drink, and just take a break 

from the noise of the world while discovering the wonders the world has to offer through storytelling.

The Site:

The South Shore Line’s Museum Campus Station. This location is surrounded by museums where the very 

purpose is educate its visitors and allow them the opportunity to explore the world in ways they may not be 

able to. This will become a destination that people will seek, bringing new business to the South Shore Line 

and surrounding areas.



DESIGN PROJECT:
PRESS RELEASE
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DESIGN PROJECT:
TYPOLOGY PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
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PRECEDENT 1: STARBUCKS x SBB

28

Location: The SBB line from Geneva Airport to St. Gallen in Switzerland

Function: Mobile coffee shop

Timeline: First Car introduced on November 21, 2013, expanded to two cars in 2014

 In partnership with Switzerland’s national railway company, Swiss Federal Railways, Starbucks has taken their 

staple products and predictable service straight to the customers. Their first ever train location offers travelers the 

unique experience of enjoying their favorite coffee in a new way. Much of the standard Starbucks experience is 

still retained, but many elements had to be shrunk or reconfigured in order to work in the limited space. Designers 

were tasked with combining the functionality and beauty of design while working with the challenges on utilizing 

a train (space limitation, safety concerns, and constant movement) in order to meet the needs of customers.9

 It is the overall design of this train car coffee shop that will serve as a great reference for this design 

proposal, as the effective use of limited space is something to be inspired by. Utilizing a double-decker train, the 

ground level houses the coffee shop, equipped with a barista and a small pastry case,  featuring a standing bar 

and stools. The upper level is a much more intimate space, with room for up to fifty people in the contemporary 

train booths.

 In addition to design inspiration, it is the overall feeling from establishing a place of relaxation that should 

be channeled into this proposal. Designs were contemporary, yet focused on comfort and functionality, creating 

a space of luxury in the sometimes hectic world of travel. Visitors of “Homeward Bound” should be welcomed 

and encouraged to relax through intentional design, allowing them to enjoy the journey of storytelling.

9   Bridgette Meinhold, “Starbucks Unveils New Mobile Coffee Shop on a Train Car in Switzerland,” Inhabitat, November 15, 2013.



PRECEDENT 2: WORD ON THE WATER
Location: Regent’s Canal Towpath, Kings Cross, London

Function: Floating bookstore

Timeline: Opened in 2011

 A dream of Paddy Screech, Jonathan Privett, and Stephane Chaudat, this 1920s Dutch barge was 
given a new life as a truly unique bookstore: Word on the Water, affectionately referred to as The London 
Book Barge.10 Re-purposing the space to the fullest extent, every nook and cranny both inside and outside 
of the barge are filled with new and used books. With means of accommodating those who physically 
or mentally cannot enter the boat, their extensive collection of literature can be perused from the solid 
ground outside the barge.
 A very interesting aspect to this bookstore, and something that could certainly be incorporated 
into this project proposal is the concept of mobility. Before the owners were able to secure a permanent 
location, they were forced by the canal authorities to change locations every so often. However, this 
endeavor became such a crowd favorite that the owners were granted a location to dock as a permanent 
fixture of the Regent’s Canal. The intention of this project is to instill a model that could be replicated 
around the country, with mobility a key characteristic.
 In addition to its role as the Canal’s bookstore, this barge has become a sort of jack of all trades. 
Summers bring rooftop performances, speaker’s series, and poetry slams, while winter offers bibliophiles a 
cozy sanctuary for those looking for refuge from the cold. This versatility is something that should certainly 
be pulled from in developing this proposal. With small space can come big opportunities. 

10   Alex Landon, “Word On The Water: The Beaut Bookshop Floating On Regent’s Canal,” January 24, 2019.30



PRECEDENT 3: E. SHAVERS + THE TEA ROOM
Location: Madison Square - 326 Bull St, Savannah, GA

Function: Bookstore and tea room

Timeline: 

 Locally and independently owned since 1975, this bookstore in a re-purposed building was once part 

of Eliza Jewett’s personal residence that was built in 1842.11 Fitting with the historic charm of the area and 

frankly the entirety of downtown Savannah, this quaint storefront is inviting for tourists and locals alike. This 

store sure makes use of its space with books and gifts in every inch of the place, even featuring a cozy tea 

knook at the front corner of the store.

 The historic charm on the outside is translated on the interior with narrow passageways and cozy, 

home-like sitting areas, accompanied by the shop’s three in-house feline reading companions. As visitors, 

you are invited to wander throughout the space, maybe even getting lost in the shelves, to find exactly what 

you are in search of, or maybe something unexpected. Each turn delving deeper into the bookstore throws 

you even deeper into the possibilities that this place has to offer, much like that of the stories that line the 

shelves.

 This sense of self-guided curiosity is something that this project proposal strives to cultivate. Visitors 

can enter the space with something specific in mind, but are encouraged to leave with exactly what they 

didn’t know they needed. In a time of much uncertainty and many challenges, this place should be a 

meditative experience where visitors can relax, reflect, and maybe even escape through the words on the pages.

11   Caroline Rogers, “E. Shaver, Bookseller in Savannah Voted The South’s Best Bookstore 2020,” Southern Living, March 10, 2020. 32
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SCALE: NATIONAL, REGIONAL, LOCAL
The South Shore Line is an electrically powered interurban commuter rail line, operated by the Northern 

Indiana Commuter Transportation District. It runs between Millennium Station in downtown Chicago and the 
South Bend International Airport. Just a short walk from the South Shore Line’s Museum Campus station will 
have you on the shore of Lake Michigan, standing  in front of a repurposed train car-turner big, Little Free Library. 
Homeward Bound is located in one of the lawns between Grant Park and Museum Campus in downtown Chicago.  
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SITE VIEW DIAGRAM

Grant Park

Field Museum

Shedd Aquarium

Adler Planetarium

Soldier Field

 This site selection for this physical manifestation of the reading 
railroad was very intentional. Not only is this site very near to 
the South Shore Line’s station, it is also surrounded by cultural 
institutions, as shown pinpointed on the map below, with very similar 
purposes of education to that of this program.

View looking west shows into the bottom and Grant Park

Best view: looking east onto Lake Michigan

View looking south shows the lawns of the Field Museum 
and Shedd Aquarium
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M
KEY:
       Metra
       Train
       CTA Bus
       Trolley

KEY:
       Parking Lots
       Handicap Spots

M

KEY:
       Parks

KEY:
       Libraries
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All of the elements in the maps on the previous pages all work together to showcase the accessibility of 
this site. Not only is the site extremely walkable through the many pedestrian walking and bike paths throughout 
the Museum Campus, it is also accessible by nearly every type of motor transportation. This accessibility is 
made possible through the nearby location of the South Shore Line as well as the numerous CTA bus stops 
and the Museum Campus trolley line. For those who choose to drive to this location, there are also numerous 
places to park with handicap parking available for those in need. 

The most important element that was taken into consideration when determining the site of this 
project was need. It is so important in the field of preservation to assess and understand what exactly it is that 
the community needs, so as not to contribute to future gentrification of the area. When looking at the two 
maps of this area, it is apparent that there is a lack of libraries and access to free reading materials. For the six 
schools in the narrow radius around this site, there are only three public libraries. This is harmful to not only the 
children of this community, but to the adults as well.



SITE STORY
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“Take a book, leave a book.” Little Free Libraries are self-sustaining through the donations of others 
and can take manifest in an array of forms, but all carry the same sense of freedom. While LFLs are generally 
on the smaller side and target a younger age range, facilitating a LFL on a large scale would appeal to 
and cater towards a much wider range of people. The books within these libraries hold great value to their 
readers, providing knowledge, humor, love, and possibility. All of these elements, in turn, work together to 
ultimately create a strong sense of community 

In addition to being an essential part of creating a life that is successful and independent, literacy is 
the key to building a sustainable and thriving community. A supporting partner for this project, the Chicago 
Literacy Alliance, formed in 2012 to help people of all ages and backgrounds receive literacy support through 
basic education, tutoring, and book distribution. The non-profit organizations within the CLA serve more than 
18 million people each year, from young children through adults with the goal of providing 100% of Chicago 
residents functioning literacy.13 The South Shore Line, as a major industry in Chicago, should do their part in 
making their goal a reality through this proposed program. Below are some of the statistics on the current 
literacy standing for Chicago Residents, and they highlight exactly why this type of program is necessary for 
this community:

13  “Why We’re Here,” Chicago Literacy Alliance, n.d.

In 1995 the Office of Lawrence Halprin worked with the City of Chicago to relocate a section of Lake 
Shore Drive (U.S. HW #41), thereby facilitating a dedicated campus for cultural institutions along the shores 
of Lake Michigan.12 Located south of the central Loop, within Grant Park, this campus contains the Shedd 
Aquarium and the Field Museum. The site is bounded by Lake Shore Drive to the west, Burnham Park to the 
south, and Lake Michigan to the east.

Halprin also raised the highway and installed tunnels and bridges at pinch points to make the area 
more pedestrian friendly. Lighting and plantings adorned the new pedestrian routes, while parkland and bike 
paths were built along the lakefront where the northbound lanes had been to better connect the museums. A 
parking lot to the north of the Field Museum was converted into an open lawn, and parking areas to the east 
and south of Soldier Field were redesigned with pathways, grassy areas, and trees. The Field Museum and the 
Shedd Aquarium, which had been separated by the northbound lanes, were linked by the new park.

12  “Lake Shore Drive - Museum Campus,” Lake Shore Drive - Museum Campus | The Cultural Landscape Foundation.

30% 39% 61%

Adults in Chicago have 

low basic literacy skills 

(882,000 people)

Chicago’s public-school 

students do not meet or 

exceed reading standards

Low-income households 

do not own any 

children’s books
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Zoe comes from a low-income family and attends the Distinctive Schools charter program in downtown 
Chicago. Her parents both work late shifts to provide for the family and are unable to pick Zoe up from school 
most days. A family friend, Tom, usually picks Zoe up after school. As a treat at the end of the week, Tom drives 
Zoe over to the Museum Campus so they can hang out at Homeward Bound until her parents get off from 
work. Zoe loves driving through the city and spends most of the drive to Homeward Bound with her face 
pressed to the glass, looking up at the soaring sky scrapers.

Zoe has become a regular at Homeward Bound, and her bright personality has won her a friendship 
with many of the baristas. In return, there is usually a special, sweet treat waiting for her behind the 
counter. Treat in hand, Zoe peruses the kids section on the train, picks out that day’s book (and a few to 
take home), and snuggles into her favorite reading nook. She curls up in the plush velvet seat, munching 
on the treat she was gifted that week, and settles in for whatever wild adventure her stories will take her on. 

Brain is a young professional that travels into downtown Chicago on occasion for business meetings. 
He uses the South Shore Line from the Carol Avenue station in Michigan City and gets off at the Museum 
Campus Station. If and when he gets into the city earlier than expected, Brian likes to sit with a cup of coffee 
and run through his business plan to clear his head before a big pitch. 

Homeward Bound has become a sort of oasis in the city for Brian. Offering relief from the hustle and 
hustle of the busy city, visitors are able to take a deep dive into their books or work if they so choose. Brian 
appreciates the calm and quiet environment that allows him to get into the right mindset before his pitches. 
Homeward Bound has even become a gathering space for Brian whenever he has informal client meetings. 
Though he was hesitant to share his sanctuary in the city, Homeward Bound offers the perfect informal, yet 
thoughtful space that clients of all backgrounds would enjoy. The best part of his visit is grabbing a book from 
the train’s library to read on his train ride home. 

Zoe, 8 Brian, 34
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Zoe eagerly awaits the end of the school day and runs along with her 
classmates down the school hallway as soon as the final bell has rung.

With her parents working late, Tom picks Zoe up from school and drives her to their special Friday spot: Homeward Bound. Zoe has 
her faced pressed against the glass the entire ride as she looks up at the soaring skyscrapers they pass. They arrive at the Museum 
Campus parking lot and walk along the shore of Lake Michigan on their way to Zoe’s safe space.

This first thing Zoe does when she steps onto the train car is to pop by the barista station at the back end of the train. Margarette is 
working today, Zoe’s favorite barista, and has a special donut waiting for Zoe’s arrival. Her next stop is the children’s section on the 
left-hand side of the train’s walls of books. She picks her books for the day and the ones she plans to take home with her.

Treat and books secured, Zoe finds her way to the front of the train car, where she plops into one of the seats by the window and takes 
in the world around her. She dives into that day’s story and lets the adventure of her chosen book take her on a journey of discovery.
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Brain waits for his morning to train to pick him up from the SSL Carol Ave. Station to take him into 
Chicago. He works on finalizing the big pitch he’s giving later that afternoon.

Brian is able to get everything ready for his meeting while on the train and looks for a quiet place to escape the noise of the city and 
clear his mind. He walks along the shores of Lake Michigan and comes upon Homeward Bound - his sanctuary in the city.

He is met first with the awakening scent of freshly brewed coffee and procures one for himself. Drink in hand, Brian sets up shop 
at the coffee bar along the barista’s station. He looks over his presentation and makes some finishing touches, but takes the time 
more to just sit and relax in his new found sanctuary.

He takes his final moments of peace before heading off to work to peruse the train car’s library shelves and finds a title that pops out 
at him. He grabs this memento of his experience and brings it with him to have something to read on his train ride home from the city.
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SITE STRATEGY:
DESIGN INSPIRATIONS
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Necessary Programming:
 -  Comfortable seating in front of each window at the front of the train
 -  Bookshelves with counter seating along the walls of the train’s corridor
 -  Barista station and coffee bar with stool seating for quick visits
 -  Storage room for coffee bar stock
 -  Bathroom facilities
 -  Typewriter nook for visitors to leave their mark on the space
 -  Ramp entrance and exit for accessibility
 -  Tiered outdoor seating platform
 -  Wood floors from repurposed rail ties



DESIGN
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SITE ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS

Fenestration, circulation, and zoning diagrams
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FINAL PROPOSAL
 The South Shore Line and I have a long-standing history. My very first field trip in elementary school consisted of 
a rag-tag, rambunctious group of third-graders driving to your Carol Avenue station in Michigan City. We took a South 
Shore train into downtown Chicago to visit the Museum of Science and Industry, near the Museum Campus. The part 
of that experience that has stuck with me most since then was the sense of wonderment and excitement of not knowing 
what was to come on this journey, what I was going to learn and experience in this educational capacity, but excitement 
regardless. The sense of wonderment and excitement is what I want to channel for anyone in the Chicago area through 
literacy. That is why I am proposing that the South Shore line should convert one of their decommissioned trains into 
Homeward Bound: a coffee shop and Little Free Library but on a much bigger scale.
 In fitting with my personal definition of luxury, which is built around human first designs in order to create considerate 
spaces, this proposal is curated to people’s needs, establishing the luxury of being cared for. This program is intended to 
be a welcoming sanctuary for anyone and everyone, which is also in line with the South Shore Line’s Title VI philosophy 
of serving anyone and everyone regardless of their attributes. Residents and visitors of Chicago alike are invited to come 
and curl up with a good book and a warm cup of coffee, especially on a cold day in the windy city of Chicago.
 I am proposing this physical manifestation of the Reading Railroad to be just off of the South Shore Line’s Museum 
Campus station, at the bottom of Grant Park. This location is surrounded by museums and activities with a very purpose 
is to be educated and to explore the world through curated means. This site was made possible through the actions 
of Lawrence Halprin in 1995 who relocated a section of Lakeshore Drive in order to facilitate the dedicated campus for 
cultural institutions along the shores of Lake Michigan. This site is extra special for its unique quality of having great views 
and any angle. Facing south, visitors will look upon Shedd Aquarium and the Field Museum’s great lawn. Looking north 
provides green views of Grant Park and views to the east showcase the stunning waters of Lake Michigan. Visitors can 
watch the sun rising over the lake as they enjoy their morning coffee and peruse the train’s book collection.

 The most important element that was taken into consideration for this program was need. The number of public 
libraries in comparison to the number of schools in the vicinity surrounding the site is in stark contrast. That is why I am 
proposing we also partner with the Chicago Literacy Alliance to make this project as impactful for the community as 
possible. The CLA is a collective of local nonprofits that work to provide basic education, tutoring, and book distribution in 
order to improve Chicago’s literacy rates. It was very disheartening to learn that 61% of low-income households in Chicago 
do not own any children’s books. The CLA’s goal is to have 100% of Chicago’s residents have functioning literacy, and I 
think the South shore line, as a major industry in Chicago, should do their part in making the goal a reality. 
 That brings us to Zoe and Brian. While their connections to and experiences with Homeward Bound are quite 
different, a sense of luxury has been created for both of them in the space. Zoe is a great example of exactly who this 
program is built for. She is an eight-year-old attending the Distinctive Schools Charter Program about 15 minutes away 
from the site and comes from a low-income family. Sadly, her household is one of the 61% that doesn’t own any children’s 
books, but Homeward Bound has provided the opportunity for her to grow her personal collection and explore the 
adventures that are told through storytelling. Brian, on the other hand, receives a more mindful experience from Homeward 
Bound. Commuting to the city for work, this program offers him relief from the noise of the city, providing him the perfect 
sanctuary to clear his head and get in the right mindset before his big meetings.
 A lot of research was conducted on how to make the most out of this unusually linear space. Taking inspiration from 
Starbucks’ coffee train in Switzerland and London‘s Word on the Water book barge, only the most necessary and relevant 
programmatic elements have been included in the space. Visitors entering the space are first greeted with a typewriter 
nook where they’re able to type up a little note, pin it to the corkboard wall, and leave their personal mark on the space. 
Walking down the corridor past the bathroom and storage closet, visitors emerge upon the train’s coffee bar. Most notably, 
the walls of bookshelves with cut-outs at each window for countertop workspaces, allow visitors to become enveloped in 
their stories as they are quite literally enveloped by the books around them. Finally, exiting from the head of the train facing 
Lake Michigan, visitors are able to leave from either side to enjoy the outdoor space that the site has to offer.
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 Thinking of this installation as a post-Covid experience, making sure to utilize the site’s outdoor space as effectively 
as possible was extremely important. In the world we currently live in, with everything being virtual, people are craving 
that third place in their communities. The place where they can escape their home and work lives, which just so happen 
to be the same right now, to build relationships in their community and connect with the world around them. Intended to 
become a hangout spot for Chicago residents as well as its visitors, socially distanced seating options have been provided. 
The tiered cement steps with accessibility ramps on either end double in functionality. In warmer months, outdoor music 
events can happen on the lawn, with the stairs acting as amphitheater seating. Additionally, stone sofas and scattered, 
shaded tables add even more seating and workspaces for visitors of Homeward Bound.
 I would love to move forward with this partnership in order to make this project a reality. For those of you with 
children, this could become a place for your children or their future children to visit. I believe everyone should have the 
ability to access and experience the wonders that the world has to offer through storytelling. Through this partnership, I 
believe we can achieve this. Let Homeward Bound serve as a model that can be scaled nationwide and even worldwide. 
This program showcases the versatility and adaptability of these industrial artifacts, beyond just as museum displays. This 
fully-functioning space creates a sense of luxury by providing what the world needs most right now: human connection.
 Overall, partnering with me and the Chicago Literacy Alliance would be a smart move for the South Shore Line. 
Giving back to the very community that utilizes your rail line is undoubtedly good press and may even boost ticket sales of 
people looking to use your rail line in order to visit this installation. So let’s grab our books, prepare a cup of coffee, and 
join me as we dive into the possibilities that this project has to offer—both to the South Shore Line, to your families, and to 
the city of Chicago.
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